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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SHUM,UK,UN 

SUBJECT: UN COVENANTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS AND OPTIONAL 
PROTOCOL 

REEERENCE: STATE 206736 

EMBASSY OFFICER PASSED REQUEST IN REFTEL TO PETER MAXEY, 

HEAD OF FCO UN DEPARTMENT. MAXEY WAS CLEARLY OVERWHELMED 
BY THE MAGNITUDE OF THE REQUEST BUT SAID HE WOULD SEE 
WHAT COULD BE DONE, PARTICULARLY IN VIEW OE HMG'S WISH 
THAT THE US ALSO JOIN THE COVENANT. MAXEY POLITELY 
POINTED OUT THAT HIS DEPARTMENT IS SUFFERING THE SEASONAL 
PLIGHT OF ABSENT PERSONNEL ON HOLIDAY AND IS ALREADY OVER- 
BURDENED WITH UNGA PREPARATIONS. THE TASK WOULD BE MORE 
MANAGEABLE, HE SAID, IF WE COULD SELECT THOSE ITEMS IN 
PARA 5A OF REFTEL TO WHICH WE ASSIGN HIGHEST PRIORITY. 
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